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PILOT KNOB, May 30, 1864. Lieut. H. HANNAHS,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General:
Major Wilson telegraphs from Patterson that General McKae, with a force of not less than GOO men, is on the road to Patterson from -Pitman's Ferry.
Gets the information from soldiers of Eleventh Missouri Cavalry paroled by McRae. 1             ^                                                     J. F. TYLER,
Colonel, Commanding.
PILOT KNOB, May 30, 1864. Lieut H. HANNAHS,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General:
I am not certain yet as to any force being down there. Have taken necessary steps to fiiida out. Will let you know the result of my investigation.
Two men of the Enrolled Missouri Militia, Mr. David J. Meloy. and Joseph Armistead, had a fight with 2 bushwhackers. They badly wounded 1; the' other escaped. Mr. Meloy and Mr. Armistead deserve great credit for their promptness arid, courage in the matter. The rebels had each two revolvers and fired five times on them. The two citizens had each a shotgun. If the Union men would defend themselves as these have done, stealing would soon die out in my command. Major Wilson has three howitzers.
J. F. TYLER, Colonel, Commanding.
SAINT Louis, Mo., May 30, 1864. General EYVING :
DEAR SIR : I have carefully read the commimication of A. H. Lee to ""'Dear Theopheli," dated April 7,1864, at Prairie du Rocher, which is all erroneous and false, except the killing of 2 guerrillas. The following are the facts in the case:
When I charged into the village several men ran from different houses and fled toward the bluffs, but a short' distance (about 150 yards), the base of which is perpendicular rocks from 30 to 50 feet high; they ascended by a narrow defile which must have been known to them. As soon as they entered the defile or oblique passage they disappeared from my sight, and I supposed they had entered a cavern, and immediately gave orders to have it guarded, and then proceeded to search for more scoundrels, but at that instant we were fired upon from the bluffs by men who were behind rocks and trees.
Some of my men returned the fire, while others charged up the cliffs and killed 2 of the gang and wounded another. One" of my men was severely wounded. After the fight search was made through the town for others who might be hid. During the time several guns were brought to me by soldiers, who were ordered to take all the arms from houses where the guerrillas were seen to run from. I made repeated inquiries of the citizens if any of the captured guns belonged to them. No one claimed any of them at that time. Afterward I learned that some of them belonged to citizens, and I tookm was movirr.: i:i a iii.a-tiierly direction. His forces are variously estimated from 2.51M to .j.iM«» and tt.-u 14-poiicder Parrutts. They are aU well mounted.
